
 

 

 
 
 
 Date: July 7, 2016 

 To: ND Public Institutions Offering AP and Early Entry/Dual Credit Coursework 
  NDUS Early Entry/Dual Credit Coordinators 
 

 From: Joint Memo Issued on behalf of the North Dakota Department of Public Instruction and 
the North Dakota University System 

 Re: North Dakota: Co-Convened Early Entry/Dual Credit and Advanced Placement (AP) 
Classes 

Early Entry/Dual Credit and Advanced Placement (AP) are two different programs commonly offered to 
high school students in North Dakota. 

 An Early Entry/Dual Credit course is a college course with college curriculum taught by a high 
school or college instructor who meets the qualifications to teach for the college offering the 
course. In all cases, college credit is awarded upon successful completion of the course and is 
recorded on the college transcript. The high school determines whether or not the Early 
Entry/Dual Credit college course fulfills high school requirements in consultation with the 
student and, if so, is recorded on the high school transcript. 

 An AP course is a high school course with curriculum approved by the College Board and taught 
by a high school teacher who receives specific AP professional development. Students may take 
a standardized AP exam. The course appears on the high school transcript. Credit may be 
awarded by a college or university, based upon the final AP exam score.  

 It is important to note that an AP exam may be taken without enrolling in an AP course. 
 

Ideally, Early Entry/Dual Credit courses and AP courses would be taught in two separate classes. 
However, many schools do not have the capacity, the prospective students, or qualified instructors to 
fill two separate classes. This is where the co-convened class option may be considered. 
 
Early Entry/Dual Credit and AP courses in the same discipline field may be co-convened in one class, 
provided that:  

 The college is notified prior to the start of the term when co-convening Early Entry/Dual Credit 
and AP students into a single section. 

 Course rosters and syllabi will be separate. 

 The college verifies there is sufficient overlap in the course content of Early Entry/Dual Credit 
and AP to justify co-convening the two. 

 Students enroll in either the Early Entry/Dual Credit course or the AP course. An AP course will 
be coded with an appropriate state course code designated as AP. An Early Entry/Dual Credit 
course may not be coded as a state course code designed as AP. 

 Teachers have professional development preparing them to provide differentiated instruction, 
meeting the needs of students in both courses. 

 The college ensures the Early Entry/Dual Credit course meets all requirements according to the 
procedures and policies set forth by the North Dakota University System and the State Board of 
Higher Education. 

 The high school ensures the AP course meets all standards for an AP course, as approved by the 
CollegeBoard. 

                                                                                                                                               (Continued) 



 

 

Page Two 
 
Examples: 
 

A)  A student enrolls in Early Entry/Dual Credit, completes the course, and receives college credit and 
high school credit for the course. The course grade appears on both transcripts.  

 

NOTE: Whether the student receives a passing grade or not, the student is creating a college 
transcript. If the student does not pass the course, the failing grade will appear on the high school 
transcript, the college transcript and the ND eTranscript.  ND eTranscript will designate the course as 
‘dual credit’ when a match is made between the local course and the college course when mapped 
correctly in eTranscript. 

 
B)  A student enrolls in an AP course, and then takes an AP exam. If the student scores well (3 or higher) 

on the exam, they may receive college credit when they enroll at a college or university.  
 

NOTE: If the student does not do well on the AP exam, they will not receive college credit, even if 
they have passed the AP course. The course will be reflected on the ND eTranscript as AP if the local 
PowerSchool course has been defined with the appropriate AP state course code. 

 
C)  A student enrolls in and completes an Early Entry/Dual Credit course, and then takes an AP exam. 

The Early Entry/Dual Credit course will appear on the student’s high school transcript and on the 
student’s college transcript. Because the student did not take an AP course, an AP course will not 
appear on the student’s high school transcript. The AP exam scores themselves would be presented 
to the college at the time of admission, if the student is seeking college credit for the AP exam.  
 

NOTE: Students should understand that they cannot receive college credit for both the college course 
and the AP exam. ND eTranscript will designate the course as ‘dual credit’ when a match is made 
between the local course and the college course when mapped correctly in eTranscript.  The AP exam 
results will display on the eTranscript when made available to the system (may not be present on a 
graduate taking AP in the 12th grade – results are delayed).  

 
 
North Dakota Department of Public Instruction Contact: 
Ann Ellefson, Director of Academic Support 
(701) 328-2488 
aellefson@nd.gov 
 
North Dakota University System Contact: 
Lisa Johnson, Director of System-wide Student Entry, Transfer, & Retention 
(701) 858-3494 
lisa.a.johnson@ndus.edu 


